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Be Thankfuléé!                           

 
 One of the wonderful things about living in Canada is the beauty of the 

changes in Seasons. 

 Everywhere you look these days you can see the beauty of the season 

revealed. The leaves on the trees are turning and the air is crisp and clean. 

 As Christians, we are called to celebrate the goodness of life. We are called 

to ñBE THANKFULò. 

 The apostle Paul was one writer in the New Testament who saw 

Thanksgiving as an attitude that went hand in hand with the Christian life. 

In Acts, chapter 27, there is a story about the prisoner Paul adrift with many others 

in a ship. Fearful of being ship wreckedé.the people lost all appetite. 

Paul encouraged them to take courage and eat. Picture this if you can. Paul, 

sometimes in chains and at other times free to roam the boat, is surrounded by a 

group of hungry frightened people. In these circumstances he ñtook some bread 

and gave thanks to God in front of all. Then he broke it and began to eat.ò (vs 35) 

 Paul was able to give thanks to God in adverse circumstances for the simple 

nourishment of daily food. He understood a profound truth about the One who 

provides all things. 

 As Christians living in this part of the world, we donôt have to look any 

further than in our own Church and home to see all the blessing of God. 

 In good times and in bad we give God thanks. 

 In plenty and in want give God thanks.      

 In the morning and the night give God thanks.      

 In the beginning and at the end give God thanks.            

 

  God Bless, 

   

  The Revs. Tom and Heather Vais 
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Record Setting  News  
TPC youth sets a record................. 

 

Mitchell Miron , nine years old, received his 

ten-year paddle at Cairn Camp in July. 

Mitchell has been attending camp since he 

was one month old. A record for Cairn!  

AND, at Cairn Family Camp in August, The 

Miron Family  was presented with a ten-

year paddle. Two families were presented 

with ten-year paddles and this was also a 

first for Cairn! The paddles are on 

permanent display in the Cairn Lodge. 

Congratulations Mitchell!! 

 

 
 
Mitchell with Chantal óMatchò Jackson,  
Cairn Co-director 
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 Our Church Family News 
 

Sympathy to:  
Carolyn, Janet, David and family on the death of Ray Adamson.   

Ray was a long time member of TPC and his helping hands will be   

missed.   

Sarah Beattie and family on the death of her son. 
 

Congratulations to: 
Chris Dewar & Shu Chen on the occasion of their wedding in August, 

John MacKay celebrates his 93rd birthday on September 30
th
, 

Alison Connolly who will be celebrating her 90th birthday in October, 

Lloyd Magee who will be celebrating his 100
th
 birthday in the New Year.          

 

Wedding Anniversaries 

John and Mary MacKay 60
th
 celebrated on August 14 

Bruce and Marion Berry  67
th
 celebrated on August 21 

Audrey and Bob Smith 51
st
 celebrated on September 7 

Ruth and Lloyd Magee 73
rd

 celebrated on September 21 

 

 

Sept. 15, 2008 

Dear Thornhill Presbyterian Family, 

 

I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks, to everyone at Thornhill 

Presbyterian Church for their prayers, well wishes and phone calls during 

my illness this past year.  By the grace of GOD, I am recovering well from my second liver 

transplant and getting stronger every day, to prepare for the kidney transplant ahead of me 

when that time comes.  I am so thankful for every day and truly believe I have been blessed 

with two miracles.  It was wonderful to be back at Church again today and see all your 

welcoming faces.  The sermon was very appropriate for me to come back to, but instead of a 

ñRed Sea Moment,ò I think I had a Red Sea YEAR.  Your prayers certainly brought me 

through everything. 

GOD BLESS, 

Jan Robertson 
 

 

NEWS from Marlene Peck, who has accepted an appointment as Lay Missionary/Minister for 

Chetwynd Shared Ministry. Chetwynd is a small town in the foothills of the Rocky Mountains in 

north-eastern British Columbia, about three hours west of Grande Prairie, Alberta. The 

congregation is a shared ministry with the Anglican, Lutheran, United and Presbyterian 

churches. The people of these dwindling denominations came together about thirty years ago to 

form one united congregation and call it Chetwynd Shared Ministry. 
 

 

Please let us know if you have an event in your family that you would like to share with the congregation. The 

Open Door is a publication dedicated to our church, Thornhill Presbyterian. This is your newsletter, help us 

make it great! 


