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From the Ministers....
Do you remember the old T.V. sit com called M.A.S.H?

It was a show which portrayed a motley crew of medics who were working in a mobile medical
unit in the heart of Korea during the Korean War. In one episode Colonial Potter is in a
conversation with Hawkeye about the hardships of war . Hawkeye went on at length about the
desire of people to want to escape war into a better life, a better time, and a better place. Potter,
with a look of wisdom in his face replied:
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It is a rather rough motto, not to mention the grammar, but if you really think about it, you
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to be lived, grasped, wrestled with, enjoyed, now; in this day which God has made. How often

do you find yourself not content enough to live in this day? How often do you find yourself

looking back wistfully to a time that was, wishing you could have it back? Or how often do you

find yourself longing for some time in the future when things will be different, things will have

changed, and everything will be alright again? It is almost as if w e are going through life

waiting to exhale. It is as though we think that the future alone holds the solution to all our

problems, but, what about today? We are told THIS is the day the Lord has made, and we are to

rejoice and be glad INit. ( | wa OUWEDOmE @B WEUI O e 8 a hebutif® Owx OE E |
guotation that helps us understand a little bit of what the Psalmist and Colonial Potter may

have been getting at. It is called Yesterday, Today and Tomorrpywu may have read it before but
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-continued on page 3
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Preparing Our Hearts to
Wor shi pe

Over the past few months the
Worship and Music committee has
been discussing ways to enhance the
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L4J 1G5. di scussed peoplebs vario
how people prepare their hearts to worship

Edi_tors: Marguerite Ag'new, Lynne Currie God on Sunday morningSome people

Writers: The Congegation enjoy vibrant and joyful praise time music

while others appreciate time for silent
reflection and prayer before joining in
worship. Neither approach is wrong; indeed

Ministers: Rev. Tom Vais, Rev. Heather Vais

Director of Music: Maria Lim

Church Administrator: Stephanie Vandermey what is most important is that we all gather .
toget her as Gshigdusond ami |y
Clerk of Session: Bruce Smith true God amidst our differences. In an effort
Session Committee Convenors: to recognize the importance of preparing our
Caregivers: John Kerr hearts for worship, the Worship and Music
Christian Education: Neil Murray committee proposed the following changes
Congregational.ife: Wendy to the bulletin, which the Session has
Solheim approved.

Mission & Outreach: Myrna Smith
Stewardship: Paul Allison
Worship & Music: Brian Solheim
Human Resources: Vacant

Change the beginmg of the
bulletin to include:

Board of Managers: Worship Preparation
Chair: Eric Gault Praise time musitfrom about 10:40
Church Treasurer: Lorraine McBride ami 9:40 in the summer)
Envelope Secretary: S.avidermey Silent reflection(from about 10:52
Finance Chair: Vacant ami 9:52 in the summer)
Property Chairs: Don Howes & Organ Preludéfrom about 10:56 am
Gary Ackerman i 9:56 in the summer)

We Worship God
Procesinal Hymn(11:00 ami 10
am in the summer)

Youth Director: Jessica Chapman
Sunday School Gordinator: Melia Bennett
Nursery Ceordinator: Sharon Miron

Coffee Hour Ceordinator: Wendy Solheim €. The service contin
Saund System Cordinator: Peter Bennett We are so blessed to have such gifted

Womends Missionary Soci BUysigiansingy gongregationpheth young

Welcoming Committee: David Black and older who give of their time and gifts to

Deadline for Oct Issuei Sept.20 enhance our worship services. We

Submissions may be sent to: appreciate the blend of musiew and old
rverwey@pathcom.com which appeals to all of us in special ways.

God is indeed so gracious to us. We worship
God and honour God in all our living.
I n Christds Se
The Worship and Music Committee
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-From the Ministers, continued from page 1

Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow

There are two days in every week about which we should not worry,
Two days which should be kept free from fear and apprehension.
One of these days is yesterday with its mistakes and cares,

Its faults and blunders, its aches and pains.

Yesterday has passed forever beyond our control.

All the money in the world cannot bring back yesterday.

We cannot undo a single act we performed,;

We cannot erase a single word we said.

Yesterday is gone.

The other day we should not worry about is tomorr ow.

With its possible adversities, its burdens,

Its large promise and poor performance. .‘hat the L
Tomorrow is beyond our immediate control. éa\J O,
3006UUOGPZUWUUOWPPOOWUDUI
Either in splendour or behind a mask of clouds

¢ but it will rise.

Until it does, we have no stake in tomorrow,

For it is, as yet, unborn.

This leaves only one dayt today ¢

Anybody can fight the battles of just one day.

It is only when you and |

Add the burdens of those two awful eternities
Yesterday and tomorrow that we break down.

It is not th e experience oftoday that drives us mad,;
It is the remorse or bitterness for something which happened yesterday
And the dread of what tomorrow may bring.

Let us, therefore, live but one day at a time.
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Let us remember always to seize each and every day that the Lord gives us and see it for the gift
it is. If we are not living as though today was the first day of the rest of our lives, we are missing
the opportunity to see God in every moment.

In Christ,
Heather and Tom

Evangel Hall is in need @ome supplies faheir Summer Camping prograithey are in need of towels,
sun screen, bugpray and Canadian Tire mondyyou are able to help out with this miss, you may give

Evangel Hall Summer Camping Program

your gifts tothe office or Rev's Heather or Tom.
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Spring and General Assembly

From Jun&" to the 11" Rev. Heather and

Su mmer N ews Rev. Tom will be away at Genera_ll Assembly
) in Sydney Nova Scotia. Heather is a
Bits... ]

Commissioner representing the Presbytery
of Oak Ridges and Tom is the convenor of
the Committee on Education and Reception.

A

Summer Worship Hours

. : Summer Plansi
beginning July 4 will be

The Vais family will be taking holidays at

10:00 a.m. different times through July and August.
We welcome two members of our church
family who are Knox College students to our
Study Leave pulpit: Joanne Lee on August &nd

Matthew Sams on August 22and 29"

From June 140 18 andJune 21 to 25

Rev. Heather will be doing her residency at Rumor Has It....

Knox College to begin her third year of her ....that TPC will be getting another Knox
5 year Doctor of Ministry degree program at  College student under the supervision of
Toronto School of Theology at U of T. Third Rev. Tom Vais and the Lay Advisory

year will find Heather in the classroom Committee headed by Tom Rayner. We
finishing up coursework. The final two years  enjoyed our time with Joanne Lee so much
comprise the research component and the we are happy to be able to do this again.
writing of her thesis. Heatherdéds research
interest is in multiculturalism in the church. Presbyterian Youth Triennium and

TPC is a growing multicultural church and PPR geeniolbYouth roup

Heat her 6s research wi a I s fact
The D.Min. degree is designed to be taken SEEd(F(;ﬁEnEmtﬁapthe

while a Minister is still working and the Fellowship) Group is
research is supposed to be congregationally sending five

based. In the future Heather may be seeking representatives to the
volunteers to assist in her research. Heather Presbyterian Youth
has a congregationally based advisory group Triennium at Purdue
(called the Ministry Base Group) which University in Indiana

meets with Heather regularly to assed this July. Rev. Tom has agreed to go with

advise her. They include: Doug Miron :
. . them and chaperone! Tlyeuth who will be
(convenor), Hugh Hibbert (scribe), Grace attending include: Joey Kassouf, Alex Lee,

Chen, Maggie Dickson, Jean Kim, Catherine :
’ ’ ’ Ava Pandy, Brett Vais and a student from
McMullen, Clarence McMuin, Evans Richmond Hill Resbyterian Church.

gamngthAl?(z/IIy Séngt;roy, Karen Smith, and Please pray for these young people that they
ev. Ur. Art van Seters. would have safe travels and that their

experiences would help them gromvtheir
faith and love of God.
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Jerry and Jane Easton and family ¥ ‘%\
on the death of J -~

March

Joyce Devlin and family on the
deathofl oy c e 6 im March.s t

A Message from the Session

GrowinginGodo6s Love

With so many new faces at TPC, some without a Presbyterian background, we felt that we
should explain the role of the Session. The Session is the governing body of the congregation
and consists of the ministers and ruling elders who have beeeeby the congregation to

serve in this leadership role. The Session is responsible for all spiritual, governing and pastoral
matters in the congregation. Everyone in the congregation is assigned an elder who acts in a
supportive and pastoral role féreim. Your elder represents you at session meetings. Each elder
also serves on one of the Session committees that coordinate activities at TPC. There are
presently 24 active ruling elders serving on the Session at TPC. They include: Lynne Ackerman,
CarolynAdamson, Warren Bailie, Peter Bennett, Tom Cummins, Duncan Cowie, Jane Easton,
Jerry Easton, Daphne Hibbert, John Kerr, Lorraine McBride, Clarence McMullen, Doreen
Murray, Neil Murray, Abel Pandy, Linda Patt@owie, Evans Ramnath, Tom Rayner, Matthew
Sans, Bruce Smith, Myrna Smith, Brian Solheim, Wendy Solheim, and Betty Spittle.

David Black has just recently retired after nearly 40 years of faithful service. We are grateful to
God for Davidos | eadership in our church over

Due to the rapiénd consistent growth of our congregation, we will be looking for more elders in
the fall. Please pray about who you wish to see in a leadership role in the church and please
nominate those you feel would serve the congregation best. Please also pyayangider

ways you can offer your gifts to the congregation by serving on one of the session committees.
Becoming involved in the life and ministry of your congregation can deepen relationships and
broaden your faith.



Session Committee Revitalization Reqrt

For several months, Session has been taking a look at the
existing Session Committees, their responsibilities, the tenure of
committee members and current membership on all committees.
The main purpose of this exercise was to provide a way of
revitalizing the committees in order to enhance the ministry of
Godds people here in our chur munity

Session has agreed to reaffirm the committee structure that was put in place in 1997, with some
minor changes. In order to broaden the numbgedfons actively involved in the work,
ministry and life of the congregation, the Session Committee structure will be organized in the
following manner:
1 There ardive Session Committees along with the Caregivers, Roll Clerk(s), and the
Board of Managers o report to Session (see diagram following).
1 The Session Committees include: Christian Education, Congregational Life, Mission and
Outreach, Stewardship, and Worship and Music.
1 Every Session member is on a committee. Other members are drawn from the
congegation at large.
1 The Committee membership is for a term, normally for three years. Two successive
threeyear terms is normally considered a maximum time to serve on a given committee.
1 Committees will meet at leafiur times per year at a day and timeatomally agreed upon
by Committee members.

It is our hope that in this revitalization process we will attract more members of the
congregation to participate in the work of the committees thus bringing fresh ideas and energy.
We cannot overemphasize timeportance of congregational members being involved in the
committee process. The work of the committees cannot be done without your involvement and
we encourage all members to be proactive and to volunteer their time where their interests lead.
If you areinterested in sharing your gifts and talents in this way, please speak to one of the
Committee Convenors identified below or call one of the ministers.

Effective in September, the following individuals will become Convenors of the five Session
Committees

Christian Education: Barbara Godwin

Congregational Life: Daphne Hibbert

Mission and Outreach: Brian Solheim

Stewardship: Peter Bennett / Donna Chapman
Worship and Music: Tom Rayner

Submitted by the Revitalization Team:
Doreen Murray, Mil Murray, Tom Rayner, Rev. Heather Vais, Rev. Tom Vais.
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COMMITTEE STRUCTURE

Session
0 3 ONHmm%AwOHm . / wONHQ OW
Visitation to the sick. shut-m, M
bereaved (contact, cards, flowers) Anagers
Care of Students
MM;MWM mwmw Co-ordinating Committee Roll
Greeters Convenors, Clerk of Session and Mmister(s) 1 Mn
Praver Chain sxids)
Christian Congregational Mission and Stewardship Worship and
Education Life Outreach Music
*Sunday School *Photo Directory MISSION (global and local) Congregational *Ushering
*Nursery *Open Door PWS&D Resources Inventory *Sound System
*Youth Groups *Coffes Hour Evangel Hall Presbyterian Sharing *Choirs
*Covenant Groups *Historian Bible mon? Promote Stewardship of *Flowers
*Library Annual Mestmg Lunch Mission Weekend time, talents & treasures *Sanctuary Guild
*Cursillo Fellowship Groups Refugees Great Day *Recordmg worship
Adult Bible Study -Fifty Plus *WMS ; Driving Dreams Organist
Membership classes -Dinner znd 2 Movie ”u:ma.nm Committee Worship Teams/readers
Small groups Fellowship Events Christmas Assistance Services
Camping / Retreats -Picnic Programme Communion Prep.
Baptismal’ New member -Christmas Dinner OUTREACH Prayer Time
follow-up dimner -Potluck Dimners Evangelism
Newcomers

*Indicates an item for which an individual or group is rasponsible, on behalf of the committza.




A Glimpse of our Past

Over the course of our history, T.P.C. members have worshipped in 3 buildings. Earliest members

travelled to Richmond Hill to join with that co  ngregation. For 110 years we worshipped in our pioneer

church located on the west side of Yonge Street just north of Center Street. (The building is still there.)

Since 1959, we have occupied our present building. When we moved from our original church, we
brought many of the furnishings with us. You wi ||l
chair and side chairs located here in the chancel or in the chapel.

Interior of Yonge Street Church 1950's Furnishings brought from Yonge S treet Church

Our pioneer church did not have a central aisle but rather 2 side aisles. The pews in the center
section were slightly curved. One of these pews is still in use in our choir loft.

The offering plate used by the choir was also used in our pioneer church. In 1956, it was a gift from
the Cooper family in memory of their parents George and Anna Cooper who had been members of
this church for more than 60 years. George Cooper had been the Session clerk from 1910 d1945.
Anna Cooper had been the first president of the WMS.

The Communion Service we use was a gift to
the congregation in 1982 by one of our
members, Mrs. J. McRoberts. Originally, it had
been a memorial gift t
Church in Toronto by Mrs. McRoberts in
memory of her husband who had been the
minister there. She arranged for T.P.C. to
receive this gift when
Church closed.

Communion Service



Our present communion table

In 1959, the present communion table was purchasedfrom f unds r ai sed by
society of the congregation. Through a variety of fundraising activities enough money was
raised to purchase the table ($175.00) and also to purchase 1 pew.

The old and the new

Jane & Jerry Easton
Historians
June 2010

t

he



30 Hour Famine:
What can you do on an empty stomach?

On May F'- 2" youth from
Richmond Hill and Thornhill Presbyterian
Churches and St.
joined over 1.5 million youth from around
the world by participting in a 30 Hour
Famine. Everyoneollected donations
before the event and then went 30 hours
without eating, to experience hunger first
hand. During the famine our group took part
in a variety of activities to help us learn
about hunger and to have fuhile we did.
Some stuff we did included fixing up the
gardens around Thornhill Presbyterian
Church, learning more about the projects
PWS&D is involved inin India, a
contemporary worship service lead by Reuv.
Heather, team building games, bowling,
sleepng over at the church and so much
more.

With over 26,000 children under the
age of five dying daily, reducing
malnutrition has the potential to save many
lives. By doing this event we were able to
show our friends, parents and people in our
community hat we all have the power to
make a lasting difference in the lives of
countl ess chil di lun .
by committing that bit of time or making a
donation we joined the fight against poverty
and social injustice and changed lives.
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Thanks to the generous donations of our
congregations, family and friends TPC &
RHPC raised $1410 which we sent to
supportPresbyterian World Service &
Development.Over the weekend we
learned that PWS&D is the official
development and relief agency of The
eresldyteriamN@hwcech anrCinada . The work
of PWS&D includes responding to
emergency situations, losigrm community
development with international partners
working in health, education, agriculture and
incomegeneration and refugee sponsorship
by Canadian conggations.Their projects
support people and communities in Africa,
Asia, Central America and Eastern Europe
according to their need and regardless of
their faith.

The 30 Hour Famine was a
meaningful and fun event in which we were
able to raise awaresg, raise money and
raise hope But it would not havédveen
possible without the help of so many
individuals. Thank you to everyone who
supported us by helping out with the
program, making pledges, donating juice,
praying for us and expressing kind words.
you would like to know more about the 30
Hour Famine ask a member of the youth
group about itMany of them would love an
opportunity to reflect on the experience and
telbysu nmome hbput \Bhat thbydearnesl.

In His Service,
Jessica
Youth Director TR & RHPC



